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Recommended Books 

by Sofia F., 5th grade

INTRO Whenever I go to the library, I never know what to get. 
These recommended books should help you find the right 
book for you. If none of these books are right for you, you can 
always go to http: //home.net/~ngiansante/

kinder-
garten

1 grade 2 grade 3 grade 4 grade 5 grade

Mommy 
where 
are 
you?

Bears Animal 
Tricks

Animal 
Tracks

El 
Chino

China: 
The 
Land

Look, 
Look, 
Look

I Want 
To Be A 
Clown

Buzz, 
Buzz,  
Buzz

Amigo Crow 
Boy

Cold as 
Ice

normal distribution
by Henry F., 3rd Grade

It all started when I was counting the sections of a tangerine. 
Then my dad had the idea of making a graph. It took a long time 
but we managed to do it. I concluded that the most common 

distribution is the 
bell curve. 



TV Report

Page 2! The  Edison Light Bulb! February 2008

! I surveyed all of the 4/5 
students about how much TV they 
watch daily. I was surprised at how 
many kids either don"t watch TV or 
don"t have a TV. Overall  108 4/5 
students watch approximately 92 
hours of TV daily.

Check It Out
! Starting in 2005 Nickelodeon 
started their own holiday. They call it the 
World Wide Day of Play. To help kids 
celebrate it Nickelodeon shuts down 
their TV channel from 12 to 3.
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No TV/ Don't Watch 30 Minutes 1 Hour 1 Hour 30 Minutes 2 Hours 2 or More Hours

Number of students

1. Read a book

2. Play a board game 

3. Draw 

4. Ride a bike

5. Go for a walk

6. Play outside

7. Go to a park

8. Play with a friend

9. Go swimming

10.Play a sport

How Much TV Do 4/5!s Watch
by Ben L., 5th grade

10 Things to do instead of Watching TV
Ideas by the publishing staff



Science & Surveys
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How To Grow Crystals
By John W. and Khaek C., 4th grade

Have you ever wanted to grow crystals? If you have, great!  If you haven't, 

here is a recipe for growing crystals that we found at  http://

chemistry.about.com/od/crystalrecipes/ht/bluetetcrystal.htm  It may take a 

while for them to grow but here"s how:

first:! Stir 22.5 grams of powdered calcium oxide into 200 ml of distilled 

water.

second:   Add 48 ml of glacial acetic acid. Stir until the solution clears. Filter out any thing that does not dissolve.

next:! In a separate container, dissolve 20 grams of copper acetate monohydrate in 

150 ml of hot distilled water.

then: ! Mix the two solutions. Cover the mixture and allow it to cool undisturbed.

finally: ! The Crystals should begin to spontaneously deposit within a day. If no 

crystals form, allow a drop of the solution to evaporate onto a watch glass, 

scrape up the resulting crystals, and use them to start crystals growing in the 

main solution.

Be aware that these ingredients might be hard to find, so don't be disappointed if you 

don't find them at your local grocery store.  Always be careful handling chemicals. Get 

your parent's permission before trying to grow these crystals.

What You Need:

• powdered calcium oxide

• distilled water

• glacial acetic acid

• copper acetate monohydrate hydrate

Favorite Places

We surveyed a few Edison staff members, 
and asked them what their favorite place in 
the school was, and these are our results. 

Front Entrance

Hallway

Any Classroom

Own Classroom

Gym

Lab/Library

7%
7%

7%

40%

27%

13%

By: Maddie + Olivia, 5th grade
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Valentine Special
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16 Tbs. butter, softened

1 tsp. vanilla extract

2/3 c. confectioner's sugar

2 c. flour

1/4 tsp. salt (if desired)
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Hey Photo Booth fans! 

Ready for more pictures? 

Here are more!

by John W., 4th & others
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Top 10 Ways To Not Get Grounded Using Legos

1. Do not build ugly statues of your Dad or Mom out of LEGO.

2. Do not try and feed them to your baby sister for breakfast.

3. Do not throw them at your brother.

4. Do not sprinkle them all over the driveway before your Dad 

goes to work.

5. Do not leave them in your Mom"s bath tub.

6. Do not wash them in the fish tank.

7. Do not hide them in your Grannie's shoes.

8. Do not put them in your Mom's baked lasagne before it has 

gone into the oven.

9. Do not put them into the garbage disposal.

10. And whatever you do, absolutely NEVER EVER super glue 

them to the family dog.

If you follow these easy steps you should be 
enjoying freedom instead of staring at the walls 
of your bedroom while you"re grounded.

Creating a super-cool 

LEGO Universe logo

This Month The Brick Brigade went behind the scenes of the new Lego Website, The Lego 
Universe to see what it takes to come up with an awsome logo!
Read what the crew had to say! 
Question: Why is getting the right logo important for LEGO Universe?
Jørgen Vig Knudstorp, CEO LEGO Group:
“A logo to me is a symbol, just like the brick is a symbol of #I can build anything 
I want to” or says “creativity, imagination". Therefore it is important that the logo 
of LEGO Universe is in line with what the Universe really is.”

MiniFigure Falls off Building Table Part 2

There still isn"t much information, but authorities have found some traces that the victim has gone in 
the Lego bucket! Police helicopters have been circling the area for some amount of time now 
without any leads, but they have found Zachariah"s cap. Still there is no trace of him or any of his 
parts. Stay tuned for more info.

Visit the Brick Brigade website at :
  thebrickbrigade.blogspot.com 

THE BRICK          BRIGADE
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THE LEGO POLL

What type of Lego MiniFigure would you want to be?

0

1.25

2.50

3.75

5.00

6.25

7.50

8.75

10.00

Regular 8 Technic 3 MiniLand 2

ARTICLES                                   2 
  
Just yesterday, Yoda rescued a pirate 
skeleton. Yoda did not realize that the 
skeleton had evil plans. 15 minutes later, 
the skeleton tried to get Yoda, not 
knowing that Yoda had his lightsaber with 
him. Yoda used the force. Authorities 
have yet to see the skeleton again.

Lego Park

Brooks M.
Age: 10
Grade:5
  A Lego park with a picnic table!



by Ho Jeong L., 

4th grade 

“Ha, ha, ha,” Jack said, happily. “See? You can!t 

even use a lightsaber. Uncle Tony taught me well.”

“Quiet! He told me that he couldn!t even use a 

lightsaber even when he was an apprentice.” Tom 

said.

“But he is better than you!!”

Suddenly, the alarm rang.

“All Jedi Masters, get to your Starfighters!!” Master James,Tony!s master, 

shouted. “The sith have kidnapped one of our Jedi Masters, Master Caden!!!”   

 All of the Jedi ran to their Starfighters. Even their best warrior, James, 

ran to his Starfighter.

“Aren!t you going, Unc?”Jack asked.

“No. Zarrak and I are staying here to make sure this is the safest plan.”

“Keep training until I come back. And protect your family. ” Zarrak said. 

“Hate them doing this,” Tom said. “I!m gonna call  Yoda.”

“I don!t care.” Jack said, “Go on.” As he looked out the window, these 

sith guys came in their spaceship. “ "Uncle, I mean Master Tony, these sith 

guys are coming to our basement! What should I do with them?” Jack said 

as he took his blue lightsaber out.

“Don!t attack them! They!re stronger than when I was a Padawan. Just 

run away with your family! Go to the ...ARRRGH! Go to the-e ...ARRRGH! Go 

to the escape pod!!!”

....

“Tony!! Take the uglies on the right! I will take take uglies on the left! 

Now!” 

Zarrak said as he used the force on some droids and destroyed some of 

them.

“Bro! These are just a hologram!!! We don!t have to do anything! Let!s 

save our young Padawans!”

....

“Let!s go to that side! Maybe that hole is a tunnel to the escape pod!”

“Yeah, it is!” A voice said.

Jack looked up and said, “Darth Revan!!” He took his lightsaber out and 

escaped to his spaceship.

“I will get you!” Lord Revan said as he ran to his spaceship. They had a 

fierce fight. Jack aimed the sith base but he missed and escaped. Then, Lord 

Revan aimed and he almost shot him. But Jack escaped quickly.

 “Next time I see you, you!re mine!!!” Lord Revan shouted.

The End

Battle of Kessel
by Rowen W, 4th grade

“Red leader we will be exiting the Kessel 

system in 10 minutes,” said Wedge 

Antilles.

 “Aaaaaaaaaaa!!!” was all they got from 

Red Leader. 

Grand Moff Tarkin stood on the bridge of 

the super star destroyer, “Lord Vader we 

have destroyed Red Leader.”

“Good. Tarkin, we will now attack 

Kessel," was Darth Vader!s response.

“Wedge Antillies, we will be entering the 

super star destroyer,” said Sergeant 

Rieekeen

 “But Sir, that is ridiculous!!!

"True but we will do it,” said Sergeant 

Rieekeen

Sergeant Rieekeen and Wedge Antilles 

entered the super star destroyer to 

destroy it from the inside. 

Grand Moff Tarkin stood on the bridge of 

the super star destroyer. "Sir our shields 

are-" BOOM!! General Motti told Darth 

Vader that an unidentified object had 

entered the docking bay. General 

Rieekeen threw a concussion grenade 

into the life support system, ordered the 

men to leave quickly, and then ran out of 

the room himself.

Darth Vader quickly realized that their 

life support system was down. Grand 

Moff Tarkin ran into the imperial shuttle 

with Darth Vader and escaped into 

space.

Star Wars
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950 Years 

before

Star Wars 

Episode 1



The Battle oF Kessel
By Sam g., grade 4 

Sergeant Rieekan [RYE-kin] stood at the doorway to 

the Rebel base. Boom! “They!ll break through soon.” The 

door burst into flames, stormtroopers rushed in!

“Fire!” Rieekan shouted. 

Lasers were everywhere! Rieekan got down, aimed, 

and fired. A stormtrooper fell back. Before he knew it, half 

his men had been lost! “Pull back!” Rieekan ordered. 

The remaining men left in Rieekan!s squad dashed 

from the doorway. “Blast them!” Imperial Captain Needa 

shouted to his troopers.

“Sir!”

“What is it specialist?” Rieekan asked.

“Stormtroopers are coming this way, sir.”

“Prepare an ambush.”

“Right away, sir.”

Captain Needa stood where Rieekan had just been 

as he contacted Darth Vader. “Lord Vader.”

"Yes Captain?"

"We have penetrated the rebels  forward defense."

"Good."

Sergeant Rieekan lay hidden as the stormtroopers 

walked into the room. Suddenly he gave the signal, and 

his soldiers sprang from their hiding spots. Lots of 

stormtroopers were falling. "Get down!" Rieekan ordered 

to his squad as a laser bolt whizzed right passed his 

head. Rieekan quickly rolled to his right, just avoiding a 

falling piece of the roof.

"Hold your position!" Captain Needa shouted to his 

stormtroopers. 

"Captain, we've lost our rear guard!" A stormtrooper 

said to Needa.

Before the captain could respond, Rebels dashed in 

from the other room. Needa knew that though the Rebels 

had more men than he did, if he blocked the open doors, 

his troopers could overpower the advancing Rebels.  

The stormtroopers began to blast the roof of the 

doorway,when something flew through the air and hit a 

trooper. It went back the way that it had come, and was 

caught by a man. He had dark grey hair, and was wearing 

the clothes of a Jedi knight. 

“General Obi-wan Kenobi.” Said Rieekan 

“Yes...” Was Obi-wan!s response.

“Sergeant Rieekan, sir.” Rieekan said.

“Alright Rieekan,” Obi-wan said, “We have to get to 

the hanger. Begin the evacuation.”

“Right away, sir!” Said Rieekan.

A few minutes later, x-wing, y-wing, a-wing, and b-

wing class starfighters were being launched from the 

hangers of the base. Obi-wan and Rieekan were entering 

the hanger, when suddenly laser bolts were fired at them. 

Obi-wan charged towards the stormtroopers as Rieekan 

started the spaceships.

“Lets go!” he said

Obi-wan backflipped and landed in the cockpit of his 

CIS strike bomber, as Rieekan took off in his x-wing.     

...to be continued…

Star Wars Word Search
by Ho Jeong L., 4th grade

ANAKIN

DARTH

DOOKU

HAN

LEIA

LIGHTSABER

STARFIGHTER

LUKE

SOLO

VADER

YODA

Star Wars
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The Fun and Exciting World of Fun
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Tamagotchi V4.5 Tricks

by william b. 3rd Grade

Tamagotchi is a little virtual pet you take care 
of. Here are some 
tips!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! Every 
Tamagotchi toy has three 
buttons, “A,” “B,” and “C.”  

CODES:
To use these codes go to 
the Shop. To get to the 
shop, move the cursor to the bat and ball 
picture, then scroll down until you get to the 
Shop. Press the “A” button until the 
shopkeeper"s face appears in surprise, then 
type in the codes below:

JOKES
collected by Jasper, 3rd grade

One day, a man went to a genie and 
asked,”Do you really know the answer to all 

questions?” The genie said, ”Yes.” The man asked 
again,”How much does it cost for you to answer a 
question?” The genie answered, ”$200 for three 

questions. So, what"s your third question?”

So there"s a duck and he goes into a 
restaurant and asks the waiter #"Do you 
have any grapes?"" and the waiter says 
#"No.""  The next day the same duck comes 

into the same restaurant and says #"Do you have 
any grapes?"" and the waiter says #"No, and if you 
ask one  more  time, I"ll tape  your beak to the 
floor." The next day the duck comes to the same 
restaurant and says, Do you have any duct tape?" 
and the waiter says, #"No."". Then the duck says, 
"Do you have any grapes?"

knock knock.. whose there?.. interrupting cow.. 
interrupting....MOO!!

CAACBBC

BABCBAAA

Mazes by Sahalie P., 3rd Grade



The Fun and Exciting World of Fun
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Across 

3. The most musical class you have 

6. The people who give you homework 

9. Where food is served 

10. A quiet place to read without 

being disturbed 

12. Runs the school and makes sure 

that school is fun 

Down 

1. The most edible “class” 

2. One of boys' favorite games to 

play at recess 

4. All kinds of numbers; it could be 

called arithmetic 

5. Fun outdoor space 

7. Figuring out what words and 

letters say 

8. One of kids’ favorite classes 

11. Kids time to be free but still in 

school 

by Sahalie P., 3rd grade

BE MINE

CANDY HEARTS

CARDS

CHOCOLATE

CUPID

FLOWERS

HEARTS

LACE

LOVE

PINK

POEMS

RED

ROSES

VALENTINE

Sahalie’s Sweet Word Search

Jasper’s Criss Cross/
Edison Elementary



We've had fun getting to know Lucy 
Hart, who went here over 50 years 
ago, so we sent more questions. 

What was it like at Edison? - Ben

I loved going to Edison School. The 
classes were fun, our teachers 
dedicated, and it was a great way to 
make many friends and learn lots of 
things. I had some very favorite 
teachers including my fourth grade 
teacher, Miss Woodson, who had long 
blond curly hair and was lots of fun. 
My fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Smith 

made up lots of learning games. One, I especially remember, 
was a contest to figure out the names of cities, given their 
popular names. For example Windy City (Chicago) the Big 
Apple (New York City). The hardest to figure out was "the 
Celluloid Capitol" of the world. See if you can figure it out. 
Mrs. Smith even went ice skating with us to Washburne Park 
when the pond froze over.

What grade did you start at Edison? - William

I started in kindergarden and went all the way through sixth. 

How many students were there? - Edwin & Brooks

Oh, that's a hard question. There were two classes each grade 
with about 25 students each so with some simple math that 
would be 25x2x7=350 students.

Tell us about the cafeteria. - Edwin, Michelle (parent)

Edison's lunchroom was right off the gym. I don't recall a hot 
lunch being served but most of us brought lunches from home. 
I think for a nickel we could buy a small container of milk. We 
kept our brown lunch bags in a cupboard in the covered play 
area. It was hard to pick out our own bag if our names were not 
on them. One day I told my mother that I really liked the lunch 
she had prepared for me and when I described it I found out I 
had eaten someone else's lunch! Around the 5th grade I was 
given a Hopalong Cassidy metal lunch box which I loved.

Later on I was taught how to prepare my own lunch so it never 
was a surprise what kind of sandwich I would have. I found it 
very interesting that many of my classmates would open their 
lunch sacks and be surprised to see the contents as their 
mothers had made them. Frequently there was trading of 
sandwiches. I always loved peanut butter and jelly or peanut 
butter and lettuce sandwiches which of course I had made 
myself. Typically I would have carrot sticks and an orange for 
dessert. We thought that children who had candy bars in their 
lunches were very spoiled. (I think that we were just envious).

What subjects did you study? - Ho Jeong

Oh my goodness that is a hard question. We had, of course, 
reading, mathematics, history, social studies, music, art, and my 
least favorite was a spelling bee as I was usually the first out. 

What was the principal like? - Henry

Mr. Nelson was a very tall and skinny fellow. He always wore 
brown suits, brown shoes, brown ties and wore "granny 
glasses." He had along nose and a rather sweet smile although 
he could be stern. (None of us wanted to wind up in the 
principal's office). Although I am naturally a very bad speller 

Mr. Nelson taught me the difference between the words 
"principle" and "principal". He said, "Remember that principal 
has a 'pal' on the end and I want to be your pal."

Who was your P.E. teacher? - Jasper

We did not have a P.E teacher. All we really had was recess. I 
think a father or two occasionally volunteered to teach the older 
boys how to play basket ball. We all played soft ball.

Was there a library? What was the play ground like? –Sahalie

We did have a library and it was located right across from 
where your main office is currently located. 

We had the covered play area when it was raining and then we 
had the playground pretty much like you have now. Some of 
our favorite games were tag, hopscotch, rolli polli, kick the can, 
marbles, yo yo, (I still have the 
Duncan badge which I won in a 
yo yo contest). I can still make a 
yo yo sleep, walk the dog, around 
the world, rock the cradle but 
haven't been able to master loop 
the loop. My game favorite was 
rolli polli and it is played with a 
very hard rubber ball. If you want 
to know more about how to play rolli polli I could write your 
the directions and do a diagram of the game if you like. Did 
you know that children's games are traded by children to each 
other, generation after generation?

Did they have a (computer) lab when you went? 

No, computers weren't even invented in those days. There were 
typewriters of course - manual - and if we wanted to do a 
school newspaper we used Mimeographs or Ditto machines. 
(You are going to have to look those up). You are so very lucky 
to have computers now and software to help you with your 
publishing. We would have loved to have them when we were 
in school.

Did you have to wear school uniforms? - Jasper

We didn't have school uniforms, but we did wear some things 
which may sound very strange to you. You may have to do 
some research. Girls wore pinafores, when raining we wore 
galoshes on our shoes, and when it was very cold girls wore 
woolen leggings under our dresses, but had to take them off 
when we got to school. In those days girls wore only dresses. I 
think it is much better now and more comfortable when girls 
wear long pants to school.

You didn't ask but we did not have TV when I was in Edison. 
We had the radio and we loved to listen to it. My favorite 
programs were, Cisco Kid, Sky King, Charlie Chan, Roy 
Roger, Batman and Robin, the Whistler, the Shadow, Tom Mix, 

Superman and Captain Midnight.  I was 
able to get a secret decoder Captain 
Midnight badge by mailing in Ovaltine 
wrappers. Every week there was a secret 
code given at the end of the radio program 
and I used the badge to decipher the 
message. I understand that even now you 
can hear a radio program I loved this time 
of year called the "Cinnamon Bear."

Thank you, Lucy!

More History from Edison Alum Lucy Hart
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Mother  Earth
I am the sun

that warms your cheek
rising over the mountain peak 

I am the rain
that swirls around down

from the heavens
to wet the ground

I am the bird
that flies so high

dancing and playing
at the top of the sky

I am the trees
that stand so tall

for hundreds of years
before they fall

I am Mother Earth

by Sahalie P., 3rd grade
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